Amendments to the Claims: 



Please amend the claims as shown in the following listing of claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A combination of a roof and a fall protection device, said 
combination comprising: 

a roof having an opening therein; 
a curb about the opening; 

a fall protection device about at least a portion of the opening and comprising: 

a plurality of vertical members each having a lower end; 

a plurality of horizontal members connecting the vertical members; 

a plurality of length-adjustable wedge members each having one end secured to 
at least one of the horizontal members and the vertical members and a free end 
engaging the curb; and 

a plurality of bearing feet each having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 
wherein the wedge members firmly engage the curb on opposed sides of the opening so 
that the vertical members and the horizontal members are firmly wedged in place relative to the 
opening; 

wherein an engagement portion of each wedge member is provided with a protective 

sleeve; 

wherein each bearing foot is secured to the lower end of one of said plurality of vertical 
members so that the bearing portion of the bearing feet support the vertical members above the 
roof; 

wherein the bearing portion i s d i sc shaped hav i ng a circu l ar out e r p e r i ph e ry, has an 
upper surface, and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and spaced from the upper 
surface; 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and the lower end of 
the vertical member engages the upper surface of the bearing portion to support the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vertical members do not engage the roof; 

wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot is frusto-conical shaped and upwardly 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frusto-conical shaped connecting portion engages the vertical member and 
is resiliently deformed to secure the bearing foot to the vertical member with an interference fit 
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and resist removal of the bearing foot from the vertical member; 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material hardness of a second material forming the connecting portion; an4 

wherein the second material of the connecting portion and the first material of the 
bearing portion are each plastic materials and co-molded so that each bearing foot is of unitary 
construction ; and 

wherein the fall protection device engages the roof with the bearing portion of the 
bearing feet and the curb with the protective sleeve of the wedge members so that the fall 
protection device does not penetrate the roof and the curb . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 2 1, wherein the plastic materials are each polypropylene. 

4. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of vertical members is in the form of a tube. 

5. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 4, wherein each bearing foot has an axially extending passage formed therein which 
extends through both the bearing portion and the connecting portion and communicates an 
interior space of the tube with ambient space outside the tube so that any liquid that enters the 
tube flows out of the bottom of the tube through the passage in the bearing foot by gravity. 

6. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 4, wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot extends into an open lower end of 
the tube and resiliently engages an interior surface of the tube to secure the bearing foot 
thereto. 

7. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 , wherein an edge formed at the intersection of the circular outer periphery of the bearing 
portion and the lower surface of the bearing portion is rounded and free of sharp corners. 
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8. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 , wherein the bearing portion has a thickness of at least 0.25 inches. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A combination of a roof and a fall protection device, said 
combination comprising: 

a roof having an opening therein; 
a curb about the opening; 

a fall protection device about at least a portion of the opening and comprising: 

at le ast on e ra il s e ct i on a plurality of rail sections each having a at least one 

vertical member and at least one horizontal member : 
wherein the vertical member has a lower end; 

a plurality of length-adjustable wedge members each having one end secured to 
at least one of the rail sections and a free end engaging the curb; 

wherein each wedge member comprises telescoping tubes : and 
a bearing foot having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 
wherein the wedge members firmly engage the curb on opposed sides of the opening so 
that the rail sections are firmly wedged in place relative to the opening: 

wherein an engagement portion of each wedge member is provided with a protective 

sleeve; 

wherein the bearing foot is secured to the lower end of the vertical member by the 
connecting portion so that the bearing portion supports the vertical member above the roof; 

wherein the bearing portion is d i sc shaped hav i ng a circu l ar outer periph e ry, has an 
upper surface, and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and spaced from the upper 
surface; 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and the lower end of 
the vertical member engages the upper surface of the bearing portion to support the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vertical members do not engage the roof; 
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wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot is frusto-conical shaped and upwardly 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frusto-conical shaped connecting portion engages the vertical member and 
is resiliently deformed to secure the bearing foot to the vertical member with an interference fit 
and resist removal of the bearing foot from the vertical member; afid 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material hardness of a second material forming the connecting portion ; and 

wherein the fall protection device engages the roof with the bearing portion of the 
bearing foot and the curb with the protective sleeve of the wedge members so that the fall 
protection device does not penetrate the roof and the curb . 

12. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 1 , wherein the bearing foot is molded of plastic. 

1 3. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 12, wherein the plastic is polypropylene. 

14. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 1 , wherein the vertical member is in the form of a tube. 

15. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 14, wherein the bearing foot has an axially-extending passage formed therein which 
extends through both the bearing portion and the connecting portion and communicates an 
interior space of the tube with ambient space outside the tube so that any liquid that enters the 
tube flows out of the bottom of the tube through the passage in the bearing foot by gravity. 

16. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 14, wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot extends into an open lower end of 
the tube and resiliently engages an interior surface of the tube to secure the bearing foot 
thereto. 

1 7. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
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claim 1 1 wherein an edge formed at the intersection of the circular outer periphery of the 
bearing portion and the lower surface of the bearing portion is rounded and free of sharp 
corners. 

1 8. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 1 , wherein the bearing portion has a thickness of at least 0.25 inches. 

1 9. (previously presented) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of 
claim 1 1 , wherein the second material of the connecting portion and the first material of the 
bearing portion are each plastic materials and co-molded so that the bearing foot is of unitary 
construction. 

20. (currently amended) A combination of a roof and a fall protection device, said 
combination comprising: 

a roof having an opening therein; 
a curb about the opening; 

a fall protection device about at least a portion of the opening and comprising: 

a t lea st on e r ail s e ct i on a plurality of rail sections each having a at least one 
vertical member and at least one horizontal member : 

wherein the vertical member is in the form of a metal tube having an open lower 

end; 

a plurality of length-adjustable wedge members each having one end secured to 

the rail section and a free end engaging the curb; 

wherein each wedge member comprises telescoping tubes: and 
a bearing foot having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 

wherein the wedge members firmly engage the curb on opposed sides of the opening so 
that the rail sections are firmly wedged in place relative to the opening; 

wherein an engagement portion of each wedge member is provided with a protective 

sleeve; 

wherein each wedge member has a bent end forming the free end and receiving the 
protective sleeve; 

wherein the bearing foot is secured to the lower end of the vertical member by the 
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connecting portion so that the bearing portion supports the vertical member above the roof; 

wherein the bearing portion is d i sc shap e d hav i ng a c i rcu l ar out e r p e r i ph e ry, has an 
upper surface, and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and spaced from the upper 
surface; 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and the lower end of 
the vertical member engages the upper surface of the bearing portion to support the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vertical members do not engage the roof; 

wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot is frusto-conical shaped and upwardly 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frusto-conical shaped connecting portion of the bearing foot extends into the 
open lower end of the tube and is resiliently deformed to secure the bearing foot to the vertical 
member with an interference fit and resist removal of the bearing foot from the vertical member; 

wherein the bearing foot has an axially-extending passage formed therein which extends 
through both the bearing portion and the connecting portion and communicates an interior 
space of the tube with ambient space outside the tube so that any liquid that enters the tube 
flows out of the bottom of the tube through the passage in the bearing foot by gravity; 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material hardness of a second material forming the connecting portion; and 

wherein the second material of the connecting portion and the first material of the 
bearing portion are each a plastic material and co-molded so that the bearing foot is of unitary 
construction ; and 

wherein the fall protection device engages the roof with the bearing portion of the 
bearing feet and the curb with the protective sleeve of the wedge members so that the fall 
protection device does not penetrate the roof and the curb . 

21 . (new) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of claim 1 , wherein 
each wedge member comprises telescoping tubes. 

22. (new) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of claim 21 , wherein 
each wedge member has a bent end forming the free end and receiving the protective sleeve. 

23. (new) The combination of a roof and a fall protection device of claim 1 1 , wherein 
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each wedge member has a bent end forming the free end and receiving the protective sleeve. 
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